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dently to test the truth of the story. Each was provided with a toy flag
of the respective countries. They landed on opposite sides of the
island, which they found to be composed of smoking pumice very
difficult to climb, and (both parties succeeded in reaching the top,
where they planted their flags and " took possession " in the names
of their respective sovereigns. The Englishman had brought a bottle
of champagne and glasses, which he shared with the rival discoverers,
and the proceedings were marked with great good humour. When I
visited Falcon Island in 1890 the sea was making great inroads; every
wave brought down from the cliffs great chunks of pumice, which
floated away on die surface of the sea. Ten years later H.M.S.
Porpoise, in which I was a passenger with my staff, visited the island
to report upon its condition to the Admiralty. It had disappeared;
all that the sea had left of it was Falcon Reef, a hummock of coral
nine feet high.
The year 1886 was memorable in Tonga. I was riding from Mua
one morning when my horse stopped and began to rock from side to
side. Thinking that he had a fit of the " staggers," I dismounted,
but as he seemed perfectly well I resumed my journey into Nukualofa.
I found the town in an excited state. There had been a considerable
earthquake. All the crockery on a shelf in my native house had been
thrown to the floor; several weatherboard houses had been badly
strained. The night was disturbed by minor shocks, with the vibra-
tion that an express train makes as it thunders by.
We did not know until a week later what had been happening in
other parts of the group. A vessel from Vavau brought a report that
the outlying island of Niuafoou had been blown inside out; that half
its population had been killed and the other half was starving. As
this was what actually had happened to the island of Lat^ in 1840,
no deductions were made for native exaggeration. The King ordered
that a relief ship should be got ready, but the arrival of the monthly
steamer from New Zealand made this unnecessary, for the captain
agreed to call at the island on his way to Fiji and land food.
My leave being nearly expired, I embarked as a member of the
relief party. Niuafoou lies outside the track of steamers and has very
rare communication with other parts of the kingdom. The people are
darker in complexion than the Tongans and have evidently some
strain of alien blood. They numbered about two thousand before the